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Art Unit: 3612 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

_ -(5) the invention was patented or described-in a printed publication jn this or a foreign country or in public use or on 

sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese 
reference 61-12422. 

Regarding claim 1, Japanese reference '422 discloses a windshield assembly comprising a 
windshield panel (1) movable between an operative position (Fig. 10) and an inoperative position 
(Fig. 9); and a coupling assembly (4) coupled to said windshield panel, said coupling assembly at 
least one coupling member that enables said windshield panel to move between the operative 
position and the inoperative position, wherein the inoperative position includes a forward 
position in which the windshield panel is displaced from the operative position in a direction 
facing a windward side of said windshield panel and a rearward position in which the windshield 
panel is displaced from the operative position in a direction facing away from the windward side 
of said windshield panel. 

Regarding claim 2 5 Japanese reference '422 discloses the windshield assembly wherein 
said coupling assembly (4) includes a first end defining a mounting bracket (25) and a second 
end defining a pivot point (12) about which the windshield panel pivots in Figure 2. 
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3. Claims 1, 2, 6, 15, 16, 20 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Wiley 4,379,584. 

Regarding claim 1, Wiley '584 discloses a windshield assembly comprising a windshield 
panel (20) movable between an operative position (Fig. 1) and an inoperative position (Fig. 3); 
and a coupling assembly (64) at least one coupling member that enables said windshield panel to 
move between the operative position and the inoperative position, wherein the inoperative - 
position includes a forward position in which the windshield panel is displaced from the 
operative position in a direction facing a windward side of said windshield panel and a rearward 
position in which the windshield panel is displaced from the operative position in a direction 
facing away from the windward side of said windshield panel. 

Regarding claims 2 and 16, Wiley '584 discloses the windshield assembly, wherein said 
coupling assembly (64) includes a first end defining a mounting bracket and a second end 
defining a pivot point about which the windshield panel pivots in Figure 3. 

Regarding claims 6 and 20, Wiley '584 discloses the windshield assembly, wherein said 
windshield panel is made of polycarbonate plastic (column 1, lines 50-55). 

Regarding claim 15, Wiley '584 disclose a vehicle comprising a frame; at least one 
ground contacting element suspended from the frame to provide an interface between the frame 
and ground; a handlebar operatively connected to the ground contacting element to steer the 
vehicle; a seat positioned on the frame; and a windshield assembly mounted on the frame and 
including a windshield panel (20) movable between an operative position (Fig. 1) and an 
inoperative position (Fig. 3), and a coupling assembly (64) between the handlebar and the 
windshield panel, said coupling assembly includes at least one coupling member that enables 
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said windshield panel to move between the operative position and the inoperative position, 
wherein said inoperative position includes a forward position in which the windshield panel is 
displaced form the operative position in a direction facing away from the seat and a rearward 
position in which the windshield panel is displaced from the operative position in a direction 
toward the seat. 

Regarding claim 31, Wiley '584 discloses the vehicle, wherein atleast a portion of the 
windshield panel (20) is transparent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Japanese reference 
61-12422 in view of Sykora 3,819,226. 

Regarding claim 6, Japanese reference '422 discloses the windshield assembly. 

However, Japanese reference 6 422 does not show wherein said windshield panel is made 
of polycarbonate plastic. 

Sykora '226 teaches a windshield made of polycarbonate plastic (column 4, lines 5-8). 

Regarding claim 6, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the windshield panel of the windshield assembly of 
Japanese reference '422 made of polycarbonate plastic, as taught by Sykora '226 in order to 
provide good impact strength and retains its physical properties at low temperatures. 
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6. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Wiley 4,379,584 
in view of Japanese reference 61-1 2422 . 

Regarding claim 29, Wiley 6 5 84 discloses the vehicle but does not show wherein said 
ground contacting element include a pair of front wheels and a pair of rear wheels suspended 
from the frame and the vehicle is an all terrain vehicle. 

Japanese reference c 422 teaches"a fr"om"window through coupling m - 
function in the back/fro direction on an all terrain vehicle. 

Regarding claim 29, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the vehicle of Wiley ' 5 84 an all terrain vehicle, as 
taught by Japanese reference '422, in order to improve the aerodynamic characteristics to the all 
terrain vehicle. 

7. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wiley 4,379,584 
in view of Sykora 3,819,226. 

Regarding claim 30, Willey '584 discloses the vehicle but does not show wherein the 
ground contacting element includes a pair of front skies and a drive belt and said vehicle is a 
snowmobile. 

Sykora '226 teach a snowmobile windshield. 

Regarding claim 30, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the vehicle of Wiley '584 a snowmobile, as taught by 
Sykora '226, in order to reduce breakage and improve safety of the windshield on the 
snowmobile. 
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8. Claims 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Huston 
5,816,757 in view of Japanese reference 61-12422. 

Regarding claim 32, Huston '757 discloses a method for transporting a vehicle, the 
vehicle comprising a windshield assembly mounted on a frame of said vehicle and including a 
windshield panel, the method comprising loading the vehicle on a trailer in Figure 1 . 

However, Huston '757 does not show pi^ — 

position into an inoperative position, wherein said inoperative position includes a rearward 
position in which the windshield panel is displaced from the operative position in a direction 
facing from a windward side of said windshield panel such that the windshield panel is 
substantially horizontal; and transporting said vehicle such that wind pressure on said windshield 
panel is substantially reduced. 

Japanese reference '422 teaches pivoting the windshield panel (1) from an operative 
(Fig. 10) position into an inoperative position (Fig. 9), wherein said inoperative position 
includes a rearward position in which the windshield panel is displaced from the operative 
position in a direction facing from a windward side of said windshield panel such that the 
windshield panel is substantially horizontal If the vehicle was transported on a trailer with the 
windshield panel in the inoperative position, then the wind pressure on said windshield panel is 
substantially reduced. 

Regarding claim 32, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the method of transporting the vehicle of Huston '757 
pivoting the windshield panel from an operative position into an inoperative position, wherein 
said inoperative position includes a rearward position in which the windshield panel is displaced 
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from the operative position in a direction facing from a windward side of said windshield panel 
such that the windshield panel is substantially horizontal, as taught by Japanese reference '422, 
in order to improve the aerodynamic characteristics. 

Regarding claim 33, Huston c 757, as modified, discloses the method for transporting a 
vehicle, wherein said vehicle is an all terrain vehicle. 

Regarding claim 34, Huston "7577 as modified,~discl6ses1he"method for transporting a - 
vehicle, wherein said vehicle is a snowmobile. 

9. Claims 35 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Huston 
5,816,757 in view of Wiley 4,379,584. 

Regarding claim 35, Huston '757 discloses an all-terrain vehicle (18) comprising a frame; 
a pair of front wheels and a pair of rear wheels suspended from the frame; an engine operatively 
coupled to provide motive force to at least one of the pair of front and rear wheels and selectively 
operable to provide motive force to both the front and rear pairs of wheels; a handlebar 
operatively connected to the front pair of wheels to steer the vehicle; a straddle-type seat 
positioned on the frame; a pair of footrests, one on each lateral side of the straddle-type seat; and 
a windshield assembly mounted on the frame. 

However, Huston '757 does not show a windshield panel movable between an operative 
position and an inoperative position, and a coupling assembly between the handlebars and the 
windshield panel, said coupling assembly including at least one coupling member that enables 
said windshield panel to move between the operative position and the inoperative position, 
wherein said inoperative position includes a rearward position in which the windshield panel is 
displaced from the operative position in a direction facing away from a windward side of said 
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windshield panel, wherein the windshield panel is substantially horizontal and adjacent the 
straddle-type seat such that wind pressure on said windshield panel is substantially reduced 
during transport of the vehicle. 

Wiley '584 teaches a windshield panel movable between an operative position and an 
inoperative position, and a coupling assembly between the handlebars and the windshield panel, 

said coupling assembly including at least one coupling member that" enables" said windshield ~ ~ 

panel to move between the operative position and the inoperative position, wherein said 
inoperative position includes a rearward position in which the windshield panel is displaced from 
the operative position in a direction facing away from a windward side of said windshield panel, 
wherein the windshield panel is substantially horizontal and adjacent the straddle-type seat such 
that wind pressure on said windshield panel is substantially reduced during transport of the 
vehicle. 

Regarding claim 35, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the all-terrain vehicle of Huston '757 with a windshield 
panel movable between an operative position and an inoperative position, and a coupling 
assembly between the handlebars and the windshield panel, said coupling assembly including at 
least one coupling member that enables said windshield panel to move between the operative 
position and the inoperative position, wherein said inoperative position includes a rearward 
position in which the windshield panel is displaced from the operative position in a direction 
facing away from a windward side of said windshield panel, wherein the windshield panel is 
substantially horizontal and adjacent the straddle-type seat such that wind pressure on said 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/02 1,572 Page 9 

•Art Unit: 3612 

windshield panel is substantially reduced during transport of the vehicle, as taught by Wiley 
'584, in order to reduce breakage and improve safety of the windshield assembly. 

Regarding claim 36, Huston '757, as modified, discloses the all-terrain vehicle, wherein a 
width between the front pair of wheels is greater than a width of the handlebar. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 37-42 are Allowed. 

11. Claims 3, 7-13 and 21-28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

12. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The recitations of the specific features of the coupling assembly in claims 37 and 40 

including especially the construction of the second end includes ratchet washers that allow one- 
way movement only is not taught nor is fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 

The recitations of the specific features of the windshield assembly in claims 38 and 41 
including especially the construction of the hand guard element connected to the windshield 
panel is not taught nor is fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lori L. Coletta whose telephone number is (703) 306-4614. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30am-3 :00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (703) 308-3 102. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-3597 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-3597 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose tete^ 

Lori L. Coletta 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3612 

Lori L. Coletta 
May 21, 2003 



